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SUBJECT: AID TO VIETNAM 

1 . SEVERAL INDIAN NESPAPRS TODAY CARRIED ARTICLE ON OFFER BY 
GOI TO VIETNAM FOR ASSISTANCE IN OFF-SHORE EXPLORATION FOR OIL 
IN VIETNAM. OFFER WAS FOR EXCHANGE OF TECHNICIANS AND USE OF 
INDIAN SEISMIC VESSEL FOR CONDUCTING SURVEYS. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY BY ECONOMIC COUNSELOR. V. KRISNASWAMY, 

JOINT SECRTARY, MOF SAID THAT OFFER WAS ENTIRELY IN DISCUSSION 
STAGE. NOTHING OF ANY SUBSTANCE IN GOI RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM WOULD 
IN ANY EVENT BE TAKEN UP BEFORE SEPTEMBER. 

3. HE REITERATED THATWHENEVER ANYTHING OF SUBSTANCE WHICH COULD 
IN ANYWAY BE QUESTIONABLE UNDER PL 480 AGREEMENT IS DISCUSSED 
WITH VIETNAM. MEA WOULD DEFINITELY KEEP EMBASSYINFORMED. 
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